USHJA International Hunter Style Challenge Derby Classic

(information from the USHJA website)

WHAT ONCE WAS WILL SOON BE AGAIN

The discipline of hunters is deeply rooted in tradition. Names like Sally Sexton, Ronnie Mutch, Bert
DeNemethy and Bill Steinkraus bring thoughts of admiration, tradition and horsemanship to our minds.
Looking at old photos of brave horseman soaring over stone walls and other natural obstacles in perfect
form and style will give chills to just about anyone. Those days are gone, or so we thought.

The USHJA has created a special committee to develop a program that will bring the lost art of tradition
and horsemanship back to the show ring. The result of many long discussions with some of today's
greatest hunter riders and trainers is the USHJA High Performance Hunter Program. This committee has
taken the concept a step further and decided to work towards developing a series of classes that has the
ability to become an international sensation. The USHJA International Hunter Derby Series was created
to bring show hunters to the international level, to increase spectator, media and sponsorship interest
and to bring tradition and basic riding principles back to the sport of showing hunters.

THE USHJA HIGH PERFORMANCE HUNTER PROGRAM

Throughout the year, USHJA will be promoting the International Hunter Derby Series. The horseman
behind this effort believe that riders and breeders in Europe have an interest in this sport and would like
the opportunity to showcase their horses in international show hunter competition. The WCHR World
Cup Hunter Challenge proved that there is international interest in show hunters and the USHJA
International Hunter Derby is the catalyst for bringing people from around the world to our sport.

WHAT WILL THE CLASSES LOOK LIKE?

The greatest difference between the hunter classes you would see at a regular hunter competition and
the classes that are involved in this program will be the courses and specifically the construction of the
fences and the track the course will follow.

The courses will be built to encourage and reward brilliance and daring from the rider and true athletic
ability from the horses.

Round 1: Hunter Classic Course

- 10 jumps minimum

- Fence height 3'6-3'9

- There must be four 4'0 fences in the course, set as option jumps

(Exceptions may be considered, please contact the USHJA office for additional information)

- At least one In and Out



- At least one Bending Line
- At least one line with an unrelated distance
- Jumps:

- Obstacles must simulate those reminiscent of the hunt field and the course should offer a variety of
jumps with different appearances such as: natural post and rail, stone wall, white board fence or gate,
coop, aiken, hedge, oxer, brush, logs, natural foliage

-Natural obstacles such as banks and ditches are encouraged
- A 3" difference is required for the back element of an obstacle
- Ground lines must be of one material for each jump
- Ground lines are not to exceed 18," but less is encouraged where possible
- For appropriate jumps, no ground line is acceptable
Round 2: Handy Hunter Course
- Fence height 3'6-3'9
- There must be four 4'0 fences in the course, set as option jumps
(Exceptions may be considered, please contact the USHJA office for additional information)

- The course must have a minimum of 2 of the following options: trot jump, open gate while mounted,
lead over a jump, tight turn option, clever options for jump approaches, halt and/or back, walk a jump

- A minimum of 12 entries must return for Round 2, if available.

- The top 12 will return for the second round over the Handy Hunter Course. If 12 or less show in the
first round, all horses will return for the second round

Class Format

Tradition will be emphasized in the attire of both the riders and the horses. Riders will wear formal
attire. Horses will show in traditional hunter tack, including snaffles, pelhams, double bridles and both
running and standing martingales.

Two Round Format
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another round over a shortened jump off course.

The course diagrams for all three rounds must be posted a minimum of one half hour before the start of
the class. For all other ties, one panel of judges will be designated the tie breaking panel. The total of
this panel's scores from both Round 1 and Round 2 will be used to break any remaining ties.
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w !y d@nywillNd&proided for this specific class to include: breed registry information, sire/dam,
and a place to declare which divisions points are to count for.
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w | 2 NA S & thB ofass &éNdBt Required to show in any other hunter classes at the horse show.
Horses may cross enter from the jumper division.
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class, or someone with experience running this class-preferably a member of the High Performance
Hunter Committee)
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spectator seating and sound system.
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provide live commentary during each round (Las Vegas format) Please contact the USHJA office for
additional information and format suggestions.

Judging System

These classes will be judged on the true jumping style of the horse and the brilliance of the round. These
classes will require fresher, more athletic horses and they will be rewarded accordingly.
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"R" judge, the other to be either a "R" or "r" judge.

w 9 I O &fjudgés il provide one score, and the scores from each team will be combined for the
overall total for each horse.
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w w2 dyiied on style, brilliance and handiness

- A maximum of 20 bonus points may be awarded by the judges to each horse/rider combination



for handiness of round. This score will be announced separately and added to each riders score.
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Derby Finals Competition
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Round 1: Hunter Classic Course

Round 2: Handy Hunter Course

All' horses and riders return for round 2
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participation gifts
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